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GEORGE  H.  RYAN  •  SECRETARY  OE  STATE 


Dear  Civic  Leader, 

As  State  Librarian,  it  disturbs  me  that 
nearly  half  of  the  adults  in  our  state  lack  the 
skills  needed  to  access  or  enjoy  library 
materials.  Four  million  adults  are  not  only 
shut  off  from  learning,  they  are  unable  to 
participate  fully  in  the  workplace,  in  their 
children's  education,  and  in  society. 

While  I  am  pleased  to  coordinate  a  $5 
million  literacy  grant  program  to  address 
this  problem,  I  knowthatthe  real  work  is  not 
done  at  the  Capitol,  but  one-on-one  at  the 
grass  roots  level  by  caring  volunteers. 

The  need  for  these  volunteers  keeps 
growing.  Duringthe  next  four  years  we  must 
enlist  and  train  25  percent  more  literacy 
volunteers.  To  do  this  I  need  your  help.  I  am 
counting  on  civic  organizations  to  help 
recruit  quality  volunteer  tutors.  You  can 
make  a  difference  by  urging  your  members 
to  join  us  and  play  an  important  role  in  our 
effort  to  improve  life  for  all  Illinois  citizens 
and  their  families. 

To  those  of  you  who  are  already  in¬ 
volved,  we  say  "thank  you."  To  those  who 
will  join  our  effort,  we  say  "welcome."  You 
truly  are  a  light  in  the  dark. 


Secretary  of  State 
and  State  Librarian 


Words  are  just  symbols  on  a  page 
for  millions  of  Illinois  adults. 


Because  oftheir  inability  to  read,  nearly 
half  of  Illinois  adults  can't  help  a  child 
understand  a  textbook,  read  a  newspaper, 
understand  maps  or  comprehend  direc¬ 
tions  on  a  prescription  bottle. 

These  men  and  women  represent 
every  income  level,  race,  religion  and 
age.  Some  never  finished  grade  school; 
others  have  high  school  diplomas.  They 
work  in  manufacturing,  health  care, 
finance,  retail  sales,  restaurants  and  enter¬ 
tainment. 


Illiteracy  is  demeaning  to  individuals 
and  their  families.  It  is  expensive  for 
employers  and  taxpayers.  It  is  a  common 
frustration  among  inmates,  more  than  half 
of  whom  read  below  the  eighth  grade 
level. 

Concerned  groups  and  caring  indi¬ 
viduals  can  make  all  the  difference.  They 
can  turn  on  lights.  They  can  change  lives. 

To  become  a  volunteer  tutor,  offer 
meeting  space,  donate  funds,  or  make  a 
referral,  call  the  Illinois  Adult  Learning 
Hotline,  1-800-321-9511. 


what  motivates  adults  to  come  forward 
for  help?  The  answer  is  jobs,  parenthood, 
a  family  loss,  and  for  many,  the  desire  to 
read  scripture. 


Ourthankstothe  Rockford  Area  Literacy  Coun¬ 
cil  and  Rockford  photographer  Greg  Baker  for 
contributing  to  this  brochure. 
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join  the  Literacy  Network 


Since  the  establishment  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  Literacy  Grant  Program,  more 
than  125,000  adults  have  come  forward 
for  reading,  math,  and  English  as  a  Second 
.  Language  instruction.  One-on-one  and  in 
small  groups,  they  have  been  helped  by 
55,000  volunteers  who  have  provided 
millions  of  hours  of  tutoring. 

As  State  Librarian,  Secretary  of  State 
George  H.  Ryan  provides  grants  to  com¬ 
munity  literacy  programs  that  provide 
training,  materials,  and  ongoing  support 
to  volunteer  tutors.  But  local  programs 
depend  on  support  from  civic  groups, 
social  service  agencies,  business  and 
professional  organizations,  and  religious 
groups  to  supplement  and  expand  their 
services.  These  good  neighbors  give 
money,  help  with  fund-raising  activities, 
provide  volunteers,  offer  tutoring  space, 
assist  with  public  awareness,  and  par¬ 
ticipate  In  book  drives. 

But  the  need  for  tutors  keeps  growing 
and  the  number  of  volunteers  must  be 
increased  by  25  percent.  Your  help  is  vital 
to  the  Illinois  literacy  effort.  For  more 
information  about  how  your  organization 
can  help,  contact: 

Secretary  of  State  Literacy  Office 
431  South  Fourth  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
217/785-6921 

To  learn  about  being  a  student  or  volun¬ 
teer  tutor,  call  the  Illinois  Adult  Learning 
Hotline,1 -800-321 -9511. 
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